Morphological aspects of endocrine cells in human fetal gastrointestinal mucosa. Microscopical, electronmicroscopical and immunohistochemical studies.
This paper describes the morphological features and distribution of endocrine cells in the human fetal gastrointestinal mucosa between the 8-9th and the 36th the weeks of gestation. We used techniques of argentic impregnation, techniques with chromogranine and neuron specific enolase, electronmicroscopical techniques and immunohistochemical techniques as well (PAP and ABC) with antibodies for G cells, EG cells, D cells, S cells CCK (I) cells and EC cells. The first argyrophilic and/or argentaffin cells appear in the fetal gut of 8-9 weeks old. We describe the appearance, distribution, morphology of the identified endocrine cells with immunohistochemical techniques and we discuss the possible morphofunctional interrelations between them, but also with the neighbouring structures like lymphoid tissue in ileum, colon and appendix in embryofetal period.